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Apo, I picture you sitting like a yogi in your Turkish jail cell, internally exiled and 

condemned, like Carlo Levi, but on the island of Imrah, in the Sea of Marmara, 

The CIA having delivered you to your fascist jailers, the Turkish National 

Intelligence Agency, the MIT,  (and this isn’t the Massachusetts Institute of 

Technology), not by a long shot,  

Apo, you founded the Kurdistan Workers Party, the PKK, and  began the 

revolution for an independent  Kurdish state, and ended up sentenced to death but 

commuted to a life sentence, as the sole prisoner on this prison island guarded by 

over one thousand Turkish troops,… are you Napoleon? 

Apo,  you are one badass writer of over 40 some books. 

You began to read Western writers: Murray Bookchin, ImmanuelWallerstein, and 

Fernand Braudel. You now call for “Democratic Confederalism , a form of  

Bookchin’s Communalism.   

Apo, you are needed here in Eugene, Oregon! 

You have taught us that a revolution doesn’t need to seize State power in a 3
rd

 

world Leninist manner.  The revolution needs to establish democratic assemblies 

and work towards a transformation of society from within using a combination of 

grass roots organizing and electoral politics.  

The gun is for defense,  aganst ISIS and the Turks’ Erdogon, who wants to bomb 

the Kurds, into oblivion, 

Apo, (this means uncle in the Kurdish language) are you feeling the Bern? 

As  leader of the Kurds who so valiantly fight on the front lines against ISIS, Apo, 

do you feel abandoned, betrayed, misunderstood?  How is this strange thing 

possible, that you and your millions of comrades,  follow the writings a Jewish 

anarchist from the Bronx!  Magari! 



Their (the Turks) first “mistake”,  was allowing you to have books: one of his 

supporters gave Abdullah Ocalan  (Apo) his first book by an obscure Vermont-

based philosopher named Murray Bookchin.  After Ocalan read it, he requested 

everything Bookchin had ever written. Apparently Apo was feeling the Bookchin. 

Apo, I’m with you on the Island of Imrah, in the Sea of Marmara, 

Born in 1921 in the Bronx,  had sworn off Marxism-Leninism and pioneered a 

radical ideology he called ‘‘social ecology,’’ 

which argued that all environmental problems stemmed from social issues like 

racism, sexism and inequality. In the 50’s the term “climate change” wasn’t even 

used. But Apo was feel’n the Bookchin. 

Apo, I’m with you on the Island of Imrah, in the Sea of Marmara, 

The academic Russell Jacoby once compared his influence on the American left 

with Noam Chomsky’s), by the 1990s Bookchin was little known in America, save 

by a faction of prominent environmentalists who ostracized him for his militancy. 

Apo, I’m with you on the Island of Imrah, in the Sea of Marmara, 

Murray Bookchin  was an American anarchist and libertarian socialist author, 

orator, historian, and political theoretician. A pioneer in the ecology movement, 

Bookchin initiated the critical theory of social ecology within anarchist, libertarian 

socialist, and ecological thought.  

He was the author of two dozen books covering topics in politics, philosophy, 

history, urban affairs, and ecology. Among the most important were Our Synthetic 

Environment (1962), Post-Scarcity Anarchism (1971) and The Ecology of 

Freedom (1982). 

Apo, I’m with you on the Island of Imrah, in the Sea of Marmara, 

In the late 1990s he became disenchanted with the increasingly apolitical 

lifestylism of the contemporary anarchist movement and stopped referring to 

himself as an anarchist. Instead, he founded his own libertarian socialist ideology 

called Communalism. 

Murray,  you were pissing off Eugene’s famous anarchist, John Zerzan and his 

friend, Ted Kaczynski the unabomber. 



Apo, I’m with you on the Island of Imrah, in the Sea of Marmara, 

 

In solitary confinement, Apo studied Bookchin’s magnum opus, ‘‘The Ecology of 

Freedom,’’ at once a sweeping account of world history and a reimagining of 

Marx’s ‘‘Das Kapital.’’ In it, Bookchin argues that hierarchical relationships, not 

capitalism, are our original sin. 

Humankind’s destruction of the natural world, he argues, is a product of our 

domination of other people, and only by doing away with all hierarchies — man 

over woman, old over young, white over black, rich over poor — can we solve the 

global ecological crisis. 

Apo, I’m with you on the Island of Imrah, in the Sea of Marmara, 

In another work, ‘‘Urbanization Without Cities,’’ Bookchin proposed an 

alternative to the modern nation-state that he called ‘‘libertarian municipalism.’’ 

Bookchin believed that the lesson of both Marxist and liberal governments was 

that the state was an inevitably corrupting influence and antithetical to human 

freedom.  Who would have thunk it, the American town hall meeeting, a possible 

starting point for occupy this and that, and the start of our revolution? 

Apo, I’m with you on the Island of Imrah, in the Sea of Marmara, 

Bookchin favored what he called the ‘‘Hellenic model’’ of democracy, the type of 

direct, face-to-face government once practiced in ancient Greece., 

He argued that only by recovering this system could humanity address injustice, 

and only in this way could radical movements avoid reproducing the same 

inequalities they had initially set out to defeat, 

Apo, I’m with you on the Island of Imrah, in the Sea of Marmara, 

It was, needless to say, pretty dreamy stuff.  But Apo saw in it a path toward a new 

type of revolution. Bookchin’s proposal for achieving independence through 

‘‘municipal assemblies’’ suggested to Ocalan a way of finally achieving the 

elusive Kurdish dream, 

Maybe the P.K.K. didn’t have to take state power. Maybe it could obtain Kurdish 

rights by creating its own separate communities inside existing countries, resorting 



to violence only if attacked. Maybe all along, Apo had been mistaken to think that 

liberation could be achieved by creating a Kurdish-run nation-state, Marxist or 

otherwise. 

Apo, I’m with you on the Island of Imrah, in the Sea of Marmara, 

At one point  Bookchin discovered that Ocalan considered himself Bookchin’s 

‘‘student,’’ and ‘‘had acquired a good understanding of his work, and was eager to 

make the ideas applicable to Middle Eastern societies.’’ 

While the elderly ‘‘Bookchin was heartbroken,’’ ‘‘devastated that the revolution 

had never happened, and he didn’t trust anybody.’’ Apo’s  manifesto called on all 

P.K.K. supporters to implement a version of Bookchin’s ideas;  Ocalan urged all 

guerrilla fighters to read ‘‘The Ecology of Freedom.’’ 

Apo, I’m with you on the Island of Imrah, in the Sea of Marmara, 

 He instructed his followers to stop attacking the government and instead create 

municipal assemblies, which he called ‘‘democracy without the state.’’ 

These assemblies would form a grand confederation that would extend across all 

Kurdish regions of Syria, Iraq, Turkey and Iran and would be united by a common 

set of values based on defending the environment; respecting religious, political 

and cultural pluralism and self-defense.  

He insisted that women be made equal leaders at all levels of society. ‘‘The 

worldview for which I stand,’’ Ocalan told his lawyers privately, ‘‘is very close to 

that of Bookchin.’’ 

Apo, I’m with you on the Island of Imrah, in the Sea of Marmara, 

When news spread throughout the P.K.K. of Ocalan’s conversion, some were 

naturally hesitant to abandon the old model of Marxist-Leninist terrorism. ‘‘Who 

cares about some marginal anarchist with 50 followers?’’ one P.K.K. commander 

supposedly complained. But in the end, they followed orders. The female 

leadership, in particular, embraced the new ideology.  

In his essay "Social Anarchism or Lifestyle Anarchism: An Unbridgeable Chasm", 

Murray Bookchin directed criticism from an anarchist point of view at Eugene 

based Zerzan's anti-civilizational and anti-technological perspective. He argued 

that Zerzan's representation of hunter-gatherers was flawed, selective and often 



patronisingly racist, that his analysis was superficial, and that his practical 

proposals were nonsensical. 

Apo, I’m with you on the Island of Imrah, in the Sea of Marmara, 

The P.K.K. set about forming clandestine assemblies immediately in Syria, Iraq 

and Turkey, waiting for the opportunity to expand. Bookchin ‘‘was the greatest 

social scientist of the 20th century,’’ according to a P.K.K. tribute sent to Biehl 

after Bookchin’s death in July 2006. ‘‘Bookchin has not died. … We undertake to 

make [him] live in our struggle.’’ 

Apo, I’m with you on the Island of Imrah, in the Sea of Marmara, 

 

 

 

 


